






One of the most distinctive features of RSJ’s EM2030 work has been its sustained investment in young women 
advocates. Youth trainees from the DDA cohorts moved from training into active policymaker dialogues throughout 
the GEF process — using data-based arguments to engage Senegal’s Directorate of Gender Equality, line ministries 
and local mayors. RSJ’s analysis of the Index data points consistently to one of Senegal’s sharpest equality gaps: the 
loss of girls from secondary classrooms. Adolescent girls are a national priority in Senegal and represent a major 
challenge shared by the state, civil society organisations and international bodies in order to remove gender-related 
barriers and stimulate the country’s development.

The major challenges facing adolescent girls in Senegal
To ensure this priority becomes a reality, the country is focusing its e�orts on removing several structural barriers:
• Sexual and reproductive health: Tackling the high rate of early pregnancies.
• Gender-based violence: Breaking the cycle of child marriage and female genital mutilation (FGM)
• Education and school attendance: Ensuring girls remain in school beyond primary level.
• Access to hygiene: Facilitating safe menstrual hygiene management in schools. 
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Building the next generation of Senegalese feminist advocates 

                 “The progress we have seen in primary education  
       falls away at secondary level. Girls become   
       adolescent and face FGM, forced and early 
marriage, the lack of menstrual hygiene management, the 
absence of SRH information. The policies we have for 
women do not always reach these girls. It is time for young 
people to pick up the torch. Teenage girls must be part of 
the critical mass that is needed to help this country 
develop.” 

“
-Fatou Ndiaye Turpin, Executive Director, RSJ

Senegal scored 55.2 on the 2022 SDG Gender Index — ranked 113 out of 144 countries globally and 10 of 36 in 
sub-Saharan Africa — but was among the top 10 fastest-moving countries overall, with progress of nearly 5 points 
since 2015. The 2024 Index now provides a sharper picture: where parity in parliament coexists with very poor 
scores on workplace equality, banking access, and women’s ministerial roles. RSJ is using the 2024 Index to push for 
adolescent-girl-focused investment, Family Code reform, and digitalization of gender-disaggregated data — the gap 
Fatou Ndiaye Turpin sees as the next frontier. 

RSJ’s trajectory — from Beijing 1995 to Dakar 2024 — is one of the clearest demonstrations in the EM2030 
coalition of what sustained, locally rooted feminist advocacy can do when paired with rigorous data: turn a strong 
legal framework into measurable change in women’s lives. As Fatou Ndiaye Turpin puts it, “we can’t do this alone — 
it takes a strategy based on collaboration that is built up over many years.”


